Book Reviews naval hospital where he gained good general experience. Then his health became poor and he went on half pay for a time, during which he spent a year at Smyrna and Renkioi (in the Crimean War), and even began practice in London and gained an appointment at the Samaritan Hospital, which at that time was an insignificant place. He retired from the Navy in 1856 and concentrated on surgical work at the Samaritan, which he soon made famous by his operations for ovarian tumours. He did not equal the brilliance of Lawson Tait but he made a great impression on the surgical profession by keeping and publishing a full and faithful record of all the operations he performed. He gradually modified his technique, adopted the antiseptic methods, and proved to all impartial observers that ovariotomy was a justifiable life-saving operation. Moreover he showed that other operations within the abdomen could safely be performed and thus prepared the way for further advances.
Thompson in his advocacy of cremation, bought an estate at Golders Green, and died in 1897. He won through, not by brilliance nor originality, but by determination and by the honesty with which he recorded all his work.
This book needed to be written and Mr. Shepherd has done his task well. The illustrations are numerous and excellent and the significant design on the book cover is by the author's wife. 
